City of Elmore Council

MEETING MINUTES
February 10, 2025, 6:30 pm

Elmore Community Room — Elmore Public Library
107 East Willis St, Elmore, MN 56027

Mayor Dahl called the regular meeting of the Elmore City Council to order at 6:30 pm.
Councilmembers present were Sue Dickson, Betty Myhrom and Dave Davis. Shortly joined by
Lorman Jahnke. Also present: Camp Companion- Dee Amberg and Michele Quandt, Cindy
Davis, Marlys Jagerson, Traci Hanson, Dennis Hanson, Ricky Garvick Jr., County
Commissioner- Gertrude Paschke, Shawn Boyd, Rick Poppe, Bobbi Huston, Sheryl Aukes, Trish
Holst, Brian Holst, Faribault County Drainage- Dustin Anderson, and Jeff Balcom.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

It was moved by Dickson and seconded by Davis to approve the agenda. All members voted aye
in favor, none against, motion carried.

MINUTES
It was moved by Dickson and seconded by Myhrom to approve the 2025 Organizational meeting
minutes. All members voted aye in favor, none against, motion carried.

It was moved by Myhrom and seconded by Dickson to approve the January 13, 2025, regular
meeting minutes. All members voted aye in favor, none against, motion carried.

FARIBAULT COUNTY TILE PROJECT
SPEAKER: Dustin Anderson spoke about the county tile project on the edge of the City of
Elmore. County ditch 41 is the deep ditch north or Elmore before the Minn-Iowa Golf Course.
The current ponding/flooding appears by Jerry’s Tire on Highway 169 and Rasmussen Street.
Inspection of the 100+ year old tile and concrete structure has shown to be in poor condition and
ready to fail. Currently filled with sediment and decaying structure.

Repairing is not an option, must be replaced according to Bolton & Menk engineers and other
professionals. The county is asking the council to take over the annual maintenance once the new
structure is in place. This will mainly include pumping like a septic system. The City will need to
hire this done since we do not have the equipment to do so. Ricky is seeking quotes. They are
also asking the City to contribute funds toward the project in addition to the 2.14% benefit roster
agreement already in place.

After discussion, it was concluded that the Council needed more information on total project
cost, timeline, and final plan details. A motion to table the decision until the March meeting was
made by Myhrom, and seconded by Dickson. All members voted aye in favor, none against,
motion carried.

CAMP COMPANION CITY-WIDE TNR PROGRAM
SPEAKER: Michele Quandt presented information about their Trap-Neuter-Return program.




February 10, 2025, continued

The TNR method has been successful and accepted by communities across the country. Each cat
is humanely trapped from the area it is accustomed to eating. They are transported to a network
veterinarian where they will be spayed/neutered, vaccinated and microchipped. The cat’s left ear
is tipped/clipped in order to identify the cats that have been altered. The cats are released back to
the area where they were trapped. People may continue to feed the cats, but they will not
multiply, keeping the population under control.

The cost per female is $88.00, male is $68.00. Camp Companion pays for half of each cat’s
expense for municipalities, making the City cost $44 and $34 per captured cat. It was suggested
that the ElImore Community Committee could hold a fundraiser to cover a portion of the cost.
The City will be able to use the miscellaneous portion of the general fund to cover the rest of the
cost. Final cost is unknown until the cats are trapped and get the male and female counts. The
trapping and altering will take approximately 2 days. They come in with numerous volunteers to
set, check and transport quickly. Prior to this, they will need the public’s help to locate the
feeding and gathering areas. This helps them to map out, plan and finish the process quickly.

Citizens voiced concerns about the cats in their yards. Michele and Dee from Camp Companion
said they have various techniques to help homeowners avoid this. A couple of options are to
plant lemon grass and other lemon scented plants because cats don’t like this scent. They also
suggested adding a strip of sand or similar by a garage or somewhere discrete to entice the cats to
use that area instead of their yards.

It was moved by Davis, seconded by Myhrom to incorporate the Camp Companion TNR
program in City limits. All members voted aye in favor, none against, motion carried.

PUBLIC WORKS
ADJUSTMENTS: Utility adjustments for February 2025 were given to the Council by the
Deputy Clerk. It was moved by Dickson and seconded by Myhrom to approve the utility
adjustments for February. All members voted aye in favor, none against, motion carried.

TEMPORARY HELP: Ricky requested the ability to use temporary, part-time help as needed.
Greg Coupanger hurt his shoulder and has limited mobility. It was moved by Jahnke and
seconded by Myhrom to approve the use of part-time, temporary help. All members voted aye in
favor, none against, motion carried.

POLICE
POLICE REPORT: The January 2025 Police call report provided by the Faribault County
Sheriff's Office, was read by Mayor Dahl. 129 calls to Elmore for various reasons.

LIBRARY
LIBRARY REPORT: The report provided by Librarian, Amy Garvick, was read by Mayor
Dahl. The Library received a grant through TDS for $1,600 for non-fiction books and adding to
their collection. Melanie Garvick has replaced Kandy Blondin on the Library Board as of
January 1, 2025. The library attendance continues to grow and new events are being offered.
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The question arose about last month’s sports equipment dispute, wondering who makes the final
decision, the Library Board or the City Council. The Council may override the Library Board’s
decision, but no decisions will be made until more options are explored.

CLAIMS FOR APPROVAL
FEBRUARY 2025 CLAIMS

B & B Sanitation & Recycling - Trash/Recycle S 6,530.53
Bevcomm - Phones/Services S 537.99
Blue Earth Fire Dept - Fire @ 6375 430th Ave 12/9/24 S 1,000.00
Bomgaars - No Tresspassing Signs - Weber House S 45.39
Burkhardt & Burkhart - Budget Summary to State Auditor S 275.00
Core & Main - Plug Valve S 260.00
Ehrich Plumbing - City Hall furnace & toilet repairs S 726.68
Frundt Attorney - Voehl, Edwards, Fernandez, Jackson, etc S 1,702.20
Gopher State ONE - Annual Fee S 50.00
Generator System Service- Water Plant & West Lift Station S 1,075.00
Hawkins - water chemicals S 20.00
Jerry's Tire - Ford F150 parts & labor S 774.32
MN DNR - Water Permit S 202.95
Napa - Valve tool, payloader hoses, supplies S 288.68
NuWay-K & H Cooperative - Fuel/Heat S 5,313.62
Stock Growers Public Finance- Sweeper Lease Interest S 976.03
TDS - New Library Computer S 579.00
Tvedton Electric - Replaced Willis (Main) Street Light S 331.40
Utility Consultants - water testing S 45.00
Verizon Wireless - Phones & Library Hotspots S 505.22

$ 21,239.01

It was moved by Jahnke, seconded by Dickson to approve the claims. All present voted aye, motion
carried.

GENERAL GOVERNMENT
CITY HALL LIGHTS: The Deputy Clerk’s office and the customer service office are in need
of new lights. After inspection by Tvedten Electric, it was found that the current wiring and
installation does not meet Minnesota codes. Tvedten submitted a quote for $1,992.00, that
included demo, disposal/recycle, installation of 5- 2’ x 4’ flat panel LED lights, labor, materials

and inspection. There was a discussion about seeking more bids and other options. It was
eventually moved by Dickson to not wait for something bad to happen and accept the Tvedten
Electric quote. This was seconded by Myhrom, all voted aye in favor, none against, motion
carried.

CITY ATTORNEY OPTIONS: Mayor, Dahl contacted multiple law firms but only heard back
from one attorney at the time of the meeting. The Council discussed the submission from Joe
Bromeland. They are interested but would like more to compare with. It was moved to table the
decision until the March meeting by Dickson, and seconded by Davis. All members voted aye in
favor, none against, motion carried.
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507 JAY STREET: It was requested to seek bids to demo the Weber house at 507 Jay Street.
The house has been signed over to the City. It is currently a hazard to the neighborhood. A
motion to seek demo bids was made by Jahnke, seconded by Myhrom. All members voted aye in
favor, none against, motion carried.

MARCH MEETING: There is a schedule conflict with the March meeting. The options are to
change the date to Tuesday, March 11™ or to have the acting mayor, Sue Dickson fill in for
Mayor Dahl. After discussion it was moved by Davis and seconded by Myhrom to change the
date to Tuesday, March 11", All members voted aye in favor, none against, motion carried.

The next Council meeting will be Tuesday, March 11", 2025, 6:30 pm, in the Library
Community Room.

As there was no further business, it was moved by Jahnke, seconded by Dickson to adjourn the
meeting. All members voted aye in favor, motion carried.

ATTEST: CITY CLERK



