
 

 

City of Elmore Council 

MEETING MINUTES 
July 13th, 2026, 6:30 pm 

Elmore Community Room – Elmore Public Library 
107 East Willis St, Elmore, MN 56027 

 
Mayor, Zachary Dahl, called the regular meeting of the Elmore City Council to order at 6:30 pm. Council 
members present were Lorman Jahnke, Sue Dickson, Betty Myhrom and Dave Davis. Public present: Gertrude 
Paschke (County Commissioner), Mary E, Sondra Goodrich, Tiffany Kanehl, Heather Walker, Alissa Granillo, 
Marlys Jagerson, Sheryl Aukes, Traci Hanson, Dennis Hanson, Rich Poppe, John Aspen, Barb Aspen, and Rhea 
Hecker. Vicki Boeckman via Zoom. 
 
ROLL CALL: All present. 
  
AGENDA: It was moved by Dickson seconded by Davis to approve the agenda with adding Gertrude Paschke 
at the beginning. All members present voted aye in favor, none against, motion carried. 
 
MINUTES: It was moved by Myhrom, seconded by Dickson to approve the June 10th, 2026 Auditor 
Presentation minutes. All members present voted aye in favor, none against, motion carried. 
 
It was moved by Dickson, seconded by Myhrom to approve the June 12th, 2026 Ordinance Workshop minutes. 
All members present voted aye in favor, none against, motion carried. 
 

POWER ON MIDWEST 
GERTRUDE PASCHKE: Commissioner, Paschke attended to bring awareness about the high line poles being 
proposed. The power route lines are coming from South Dakota, Faribault County is a pass through, will not 
benefit from the lines. The poles are larger than wind turbines and unverified side effects on livestock and 
humans. Urged everyone to attend meetings and fight against them in our area. 
 

HAZARDOUS BUILDING ABATEMENT ORDER 
101 WILLIS STREET: Mayor Dahl gave an overview of what the City has done so far in order to remove the 
collapsing building. Mayor Dahl, Councilmember Davis, and City Clerk Emmers attended the County 
Commissioner meeting, and talked to City and County Attorneys to find out who is responsible and how to 
proceed. Mayor Dahl read the abatement order to be given to the owners of the building. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 7.13.26.1 
A RESOLUTION ORDERING THE RAZING OF A HAZARDOUS BUILDING LOCATED AT 101 E 

WILLIS ST., ELMORE, MINNESOTA 
WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 463.15, subd. 3 defines hazardous building or property as “any building or property, 
which because of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, physical damage, unsanitary condition, or 
abandonment, constitutes a fire hazard or a hazard to public safety or health;  
WHEREAS, pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 463.15 and 463.261, the City Council of Elmore finds the building 
located at 101 E Willis St., Elmore, MN 56027 to be a hazardous building (“Subject Property”) for the 
following reasons: 
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1. The roof of the Subject Property has caved in. 
2. The walls on the Subject Property are visibly leaning and bowing out at various locations. 
3. The east wall of the Subject Property is leaning over and appears close to falling on the adjacent city 

park. 
4. The west wall of the Subject Property is bowing out and in danger of falling on US Hwy. 169. 
5. These conditions are plainly visible from outside of the Subject Property, so no inspection of the interior 

of the building is necessary. 
WHEREAS, the conditions listed above are more fully documented in the photographs prepared by Mandy 
Emmers on July 6, 2026, copies of which of which are attached to this resolution as Exhibit A. 
WHEREAS, Minn. Stat.§ 463.16 authorizes the City Council to order the owners and occupants of any 
hazardous building within the City to raze or remove the building; and 
WHEREAS, Minn. R. § 1300.0180 also expressly requires that unsafe structures “be abated under Minnesota 
Statutes, sections 463.15 to 463.26”. 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ELMORE, 
MINNESOTA AS FOLLOWS: 

1. The City Council adopts, as factual findings, all of the recitals listed above.  
2. The City Council finds the Subject Property as hazardous, defined by Minn. Stat. § 463.15, and unsafe, 

as defined by Minn. R. § 1300.0180. 
3. That the city attorney is authorized to prepare an Abatement Order substantially similar to that attached 

as Exhibit B. 
4. The city attorney is authorized to take all necessary legal steps to effectuate service of this Resolution 

and the corresponding Abatement Order in the manner required by state and/or local law. 
5. That the city attorney and city staff are authorized to take all necessary legal steps to secure compliance 

with the Abatement Order and to obtain authority to remove and abate the hazardous conditions on the 
Subject Property by court order and collect and/or assess the costs thereof against the Subject Property, 
as otherwise permitted by state and/or local law.   

Passed by the City Council of Elmore, Minnesota this 13th day of July, 2026. 
 

PUBLIC WORKS 
504 WILLIS STREET: The owners have two properties, one vacant. It was recently noticed that the vacant 
property was paying for trash and recycling containers that were not at the property since 2024. After 
discussion, it was moved by Dickson to reimburse back to January 2026, $215.53, it was seconded by Myhrom.  
Roll Call: Davis aye, Dickson aye, Myhrom aye, Jahnke nay, and Dahl aye, motion carried. 
 
UTILITY BILL ADJUSTMENTS: The utility adjustments were given to the Council by the Deputy Clerk. It 
was moved by Myhrom seconded by Jahnke to accept the adjustments. All members present voted aye in favor, 
none against, motion carried. 
 

MELENDEZ 
JOHNATHAN ALEJANDRO MELENDEZ: Mr. Melendez attended to explain the false imprisonment – 
intentional restraint charge from March 7, 1992. This charge forced him to register as a predatory offender but 
he is fighting it since it was not a sex crime or kidnapping. This has ruined his food truck business and wants to 
clear up rumors of him being a sexual predator. 
 

LIBRARY 
LIBRARY REPORT: Mayor Dahl, let everyone know they can pick up the Library report submitted by 
Librarian, Amy Garvick on the entrance table. 
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RESOLUTION 7.13.26.2 
A RESOLUTION ACCEPT DONATION 

WHEREAS the Elmore American Legion Post #192, donated $495.00 to the Library. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: The Library may use the donation to cover the costs of the 4-Ace 

Production Magic Event. 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was made by Dickson and seconded by Davis. Roll Call 

in favor: Davis aye, Dickson aye, Myhrom aye, Jahnke aye, and Dahl aye, none against, motion carried. 
 

POLICE 
POLICE REPORT: The July police report contained 103 calls, 73 direct patrols and 40 miscellaneous. 
 

CLAIMS FOR APPROVAL 

 

It was moved by Myhrom, seconded by Dickson to approve the claims. All members present voted aye in favor, 
none against, motion carried. 
 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
COMMUNITY EVENT: Bobbe Garvick proposed a “meet your neighbor” community hog roast to take place 
at Wildcat Park in the fall. He would like to include a cornhole tournament and smores at the end. Date and 
more details to be determined. Verifying that it is okay to proceed with planning. The Council and crowd 
feedback was all positive. 
 
HEARTLAND RETREAT TAX ABATEMENT: Approval to pay the $1,500.00, tax abatement due to 
Heartland Retreat. 

RESOLUTION 7.13.26.3 
A RESOLUTION TO PAY TAX ABATEMENT 

WHEREAS Resolution 9.14.2020.1 stated (a) The Abatement shall be for a maximum of seven years and shall 
apply to the taxes payable in the years 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025, 2026 and 2027. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: The City of Elmore shall pay Heartland Retreat $1,500.00. 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was made by Dickson and seconded by Myhrom. Roll 

Roll Call: Davis aye, Dickson aye, Myhrom aye, Jahnke aye, and Dahl aye, none against, motion carried. 
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BLUE EARTH AREA SCHOOL: Superintendent, Mandy Fletcher, spoke on behalf of the school’s need for a 
new elementary school. She answered questions from the audience and Council. Voting will take place on the 
Primary Election ballot, August 11, 2026. 
 
CAMP COMPANION: Councilmember, Myhrom, has been in contact with Camp Companion and wanted to 
verify that the City would like to continue the Trap-Neuter-Return cat project that started in 2025. It is in the 
2026 budget, and they are working on lining up veterinarians to perform the surgeries. It was moved by 
Myhrom to budget for this project in 2027 also, this was seconded by Dickson. All members present voted aye 
in favor, none against, motion carried. 
 
The next regular council meeting will be held, Monday, August 10th, 2026, 6:30 pm in the Library Community 
Room. The Primary Election will be held August 11th, 2026, 7:00 am – 8:00 pm, Council Chambers (back 
room), Municipal Building, 202 S Hwy 169, Elmore, MN 56027. 
 
As there was no further business at 8:05 pm, it was moved by Jahnke, seconded by Dickson to adjourn the 
meeting. All members present voted aye in favor, none against, motion carried. 
 
ATTEST:                                                                                  CITY CLERK 


