City of Elmore Council

MEETING MINUTES
September 8™, 2025, 6:30 pm

Elmore Community Room — Elmore Public Library
107 East Willis St, ElImore, MN 56027

Mayor Zachary Dahl called the regular meeting of the Elmore City Council to order at 6:30 pm.
Council members present were Lorman Jahnke, Betty Myhrom and Dave Davis. Sue Dickson
was not present. Public present: Vicki Boeckman, Marlys Jagerson, Rich Poppe, Jason Zinter
(Bolton & Menk), John Aspen, Kandy Blondin, Robert Coonradt, Charlie Lynch (Easy
Environmental Solutions) and Mark Gaalswyk (Easy Environmental Solutions).

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

AGENDA: It was moved by Jahnke, seconded by Davis to approve the agenda with 120 169
North shed and Willis Street cars parked at residence across from post office. All members
present voted aye in favor, none against, motion carried.

MINUTES: It was moved by Jahnke, seconded by Myhrom to approve the August 11, 2025,
meeting minutes. All members present voted aye in favor, none against, motion carried. It was
moved by Jahnke, seconded by Davis to approve the August 21, 2025, special meeting minutes.
All members present voted aye in favor, none against, motion carried.

BOLTON & MENK HIGHWAY 169 UTILITIES PROJECT
SPEAKER: Jason Zinter, Bolton & Menk, asking the Council to conditionally approve the
owner-engineer agreement for the design phase of the 2028 Highway 169 Utilities Project. The

engineering fees will be approximately $130,900.00 with the project total engineer fees
approximately $206,900.00. This is a high estimate depending on costs at the time of the project.

RESOLUTION 9.8.25
A RESOLUTION APPROVE OWNER-ENGINEER AGREEMENT
WHEREAS Bolton & Menk engineers will design the Highway 169 Utilities Project for
$130,900.00.
WHEREAS Bolton & Menk engineers will work with the City of Elmore to obtain USDA
funding for this project. Other funding may be sought after as needed.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: The City of Elmore shall pay up to $130,900.00
for the design phase of the utilities project being performed in accordance with the MnDOT
Highway 169 Project in 2028.
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was made by Myhrom and seconded by
Jahnke. Roll call vote in favor: Davis aye, Jahnke aye, Myhrom aye, and Dahl voted aye, none
voted against the same, whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.



September 8, 2025, continued

EMERALD ASH BORER TREATMENT
SPEAKER: Mark Gaalswyk, Easy Environmental Solutions, presented an option for the City to
get ahead of the Emerald Ash Borer infestation on Ash Trees. They have a combination of
products, “plant juice”, that helps ash trees overcome this invasive species. They counted 120
ash trees in City limits. They offered to treat 100 trees at half price, $50.00 per tree. They will
offer the discount to help promote their products to other cities. As the Council wanted more

information, they tabled it to the October meeting.

PUBLIC WORKS
UTILITY BILL ADJUSTMENTS: The utility adjustments for August were given to the
Council by the Deputy Clerk. It was moved by Jahnke seconded by Davis to accept the

adjustments. All members present voted aye in favor, none against, motion carried.

MOCK OSHA INSPECTION: The City Clerk went over the results of this year’s mock OSHA
walk-through of City Hall, Water Treatment Plant, Shop, Storage Shed, Fire Garage and Fire
Meeting Hall on September 4, 2025 by Michael Sewell, MMUA. A list of potential violations
has been given to all employees and Council members. Most have already been fixed, scheduled
and ordered as needed. Safety Data Sheets need to be updated at all locations. The City Clerk
will make sure reporting at all locations is compliant. Overall improvement from last year’s
mock inspection. MN-OSHA has the right to show up anytime and cite the City for all safety and
reporting violations they find. This can cost thousands of dollars. We are working to minimize
all violations.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
FIRE PAY: Change the Fire Pay to twice per year in the same year as worked, rather than once
per year in the following January. This is a better practice for the IRS and accounting.

RESOLUTION 9.8.25.2
A RESOLUTION PAY FIRE DEPARTMENT TWICE PER YEAR
WHEREAS the fire department will be paid January — June and July — December in the same
year as worked.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: The City of Elmore shall pay the fire department
in the same year they earned the hours.

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was made by Myhrom and seconded by
Jahnke. Roll call vote in favor: Davis aye, Jahnke aye, Myhrom aye, and Dahl voted aye, none
voted against the same, whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.

POLICE REPORT
POLICE REPORT: The police call report for both July and August was read by Mayor Dahl.
220 total calls, 102 direct patrols and 118 miscellaneous.




September 8, 2025, continued

CLAIMS FOR APPROVAL
SEPTEMBER 2025 CLAIMS

B & B Sanitation & Recycling - Trash/Recycle S 6,830.69
Bevcomm - Phones/Services S 563.32
Bomgaars - batteries, dehumidifier, lawn sweeper, etc S 831.55
Burkhardt & Burkhardt - Bank Recs S 575.00
Faribault Cty Sheriff's Office - monthly payment S 3,862.50
G&S Drainage - emergency storm sewer project - park alley S 24,576.00
Gopher State - 10 @ $1.35 S 13.50
Hawkins - Water Chemicals S 20.00
Industrial Chem Labs - Lift Station Degeaser S 528.72
Mid-American Chemical -ice melt, salt, chemicals, etc S 2,779.08
NuWay-K & H Cooperative - Fuel/Heat S 573.93
Spencer - Truck & Trailer rental to haul skidloader for repair S 150.00
Tvedten Electric- new panel @ C&E ($150 less than quote) S 3,400.00
Verizon Wireless - Phones & Library Hotspots S 578.95
Yeager Imp - skidloader & trailer rental S 375.81

$ 45,659.05

It was moved by Jahnke, seconded by Davis to approve the claims. All members present voted aye
in favor, none against, motion carried.

GENERAL GOVERNMENT
ORDINANCE APPEAL: Robert Coonradt spoke on his behalf regarding the ordinance
citations he received. He stated he has been working 60 hours per week and got behind on the

house projects. He’s taking 2 weeks off to try to get caught up. Asked for an extension.

It was moved by Myhrom to allow him until October’s meeting to correct the violations, if not,
he will need to pay the citations, seconded by Jahnke. All members present voted aye in favor,
none against, motion carried.

506 IOWA STREET: A public nuisance court order for Joseph Ehlers was drawn up by
Attorney, David Frundt. Mistakes were noted.

RESOLUTION 9.8.25.3
A RESOLUTION TO PURSUE 506 EAST IOWA STREET COURT ORDER
WHEREAS the abatement of the property has not been met.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED PURSUANT TO MINNESOTA STATUTE
463.15 to 463.261 YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED TO: Abate the nuisances created by the
current conditions by making the necessary repairs to the structure by October 15, 2025.

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution with corrections stated was made by
Davis and seconded by Jahnke. Roll call vote in favor: Davis aye, Jahnke aye, Myhrom aye, and
Dahl voted aye, none voted against the same, whereupon said resolution was declared duly
passed and adopted.

PRELIMINARY LEVY: The Council discussed the budget and levy at the budget meeting
August 21, 2025. Set preliminary 2026 budget and levy. The levy percentage may decrease in
December but cannot increase. After discussion, it was suggested to set the levy at 4% to allow
room for any surprises prior to December, when finalized. It may be reduced in December.
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Myhrom made the motion to set it at 4%, seconded by Davis. All members voted aye, motion
carried.
RESOLUTION 9.8.25.4
A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING $25 DONATION
WHEREAS a donation of $25.00 was given by the 1970-1980 Reunion, Cindy and Bruce
Lyons.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That the $25.00 be accepted by the Elmore
Museum.
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was made by Jahnke and seconded by

Myhrom. Roll call vote in favor: Davis aye, Jahnke aye, Myhrom aye, and Dahl voted aye, none

voted against the same, whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted

FALL CLEAN UP: Fall Clean Up Day will be September 20, 2025, in the C&E Mini Market
Parking lot, 10:00 am — Noon.

ADMINISTRATION FEES: It was stated that the Council should raise admin fees at the 2026
organizational meeting.

The next regular Council meeting will be Tuesday, October 14™, 2025, 6:30 pm, in the Library
Community Room.

As there was no further business, it was moved by Jahnke, seconded by Myhrom to adjourn the
meeting. All members present voted aye in favor, none against, motion carried.

ATTEST: CITY CLERK



