City of Elmore Council
PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES

DECLARATION OF DANGEROUS DOGS
September 26™, 2024, 6:00 pm

Elmore Community Room — Elmore Public Library
107 East Willis St, Elmore, MN 56027

Mayor Vereide called the hearing to order at 6:00 pm. Councilmembers present were Lorman
Jahnke, Elton Rhoda, and Betty Myhrom. Sue Dickson was absent. Also present: Marlys
Jagerson, Ricky Garvick Jr, Jana Sanders, D L Beck, Vicki Boeckman, Norm Kolve, Jason
Viland, Edrys Viland, Harlan Melz, Mike Schutta, Steve Stix and police officer Vincent Do.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Mindy Hrdlicka, the owner of the dogs, Lincoln and Monte, was called to speak first. She stated
that she knows the dogs did wrong but does not believe they should be declared “dangerous” as
they did not bite Edrys according to the initial police report. She is asking for them to be declared
potentially dangerous instead to lessen the offense slightly. She stated that she has worked for the
Humane Society for 6 years and is familiar with owning dangerous dogs in the past. She is willing
to put up a fence, signs, tags and take proper restraints with both dogs to prevent future issues. She
pleaded that not be taken away from her. She does not believe them to be dangerous, just excited,
and 1s willing to work with the City to come to a safe resolution for everyone.

Attack victim, Edrys Viland was then called to speak. She spoke of how traumatizing the
experience was. She was walking down the opposite side of the street that she has walked down
for years and was suddenly attacked by both dogs at the same time. She was knocked to the ground
and covering her face to protect it from attack. One dog was by her head and the other by her legs.
She had multiple tears in her clothing, bruises and wounds. The fall broke her hip, causing more
pain and longer time to heal physically. Does not believe she will ever heal mentally. She is
worried that if there isn’t some action done, the dogs will attack the neighborhood children.
Hrdlicka did run to her rescue calling off the dogs as soon as she saw what happened. She helped
her to the hospital, etc.

The public that signed up were given two minutes each, to speak on behalf of both sides. There
were comments about the loving interaction between the dogs and clients of Hrdlicka. There were
comments about the neighborhood safety, especially children, accidents happen quickly. People
commented about their interactions with the dogs and how they just like to play. Others commented
on the breeds and the size of the dogs, wondering if the City can put an ordinance on certain breeds
and sizes. Hrdlicka stated that she has bulldogs, not pitbulls, as assumed. It was brought up about
the ongoing medical bills that Edrys has to try to pay as her insurance will not cover all of it. Edrys’
daughter submitted a statement concerned about her mother’s safety and recovery from the attacks
and that the dogs need to be restrained from the public. It was determined that the medical expenses
are a civil issue that they need to pursue if they choose to do so.



September 26, 2024, continued

The dangerous dog declaration was compared to the potentially dangerous dog declaration. It was
determined that the potentially dangerous dog has to take the same precautions, except that the dog
is allowed to go outside of the home with proper restraints and does not have to have the $300,000
insurance bond in order to keep the dogs. Hrdlicka stated that she has already put insurance on
both dogs as potentially dangerous.

Veriede read both ordinances and the statutes referenced to determine the difference between them.
Both include the proper enclosure, microchipped, inspection by the City, City license, posted signs
on property, tags on the dogs and proper restraints at all times.

After much discussion and research, the council felt comfortable changing and declaring them
potentially dangerous dogs, rather than dangerous dogs. All of the precautions and proper restraints
need to be taken. The City Attorney will write up new declarations for both dogs. Tags and signs
will be ordered from the state and inspection done by a City employee or Council member.

RESOLUTION 9.26.24.1

A RESOLUTION CHANGING DANGEROUS TO POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS
WHEREAS the previously stated Dangerous Dog Declarations will be declared Potentially
Dangerous Dogs.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: The owner, Mindy Hrdlicka is responsible for
following all of the guidelines in the Potentially Dangerous Dog Declarations for both dogs.
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was made by Myhrom and seconded by
Rhoda. By roll call vote, Myhrom aye, Rhoda aye, Jahnke aye, and Vereide voted aye, none
voted against the same, whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.

Motion to adjourn was made by Jahnke, seconded by Myhrom and all present vote aye. Hearing
adjourned.

ATTEST: CITY CLERK



