City of Elmore Council

MEETING MINUTES
November 12", 2024, 6:30 pm

Elmore Community Room — Elmore Public Library
107 East Willis St, Elmore, MN 56027

Mayor Vereide called the regular meeting of the Elmore City Council to order at 6:30 pm.
Councilmembers present were Sue Dickson, Lorman Jahnke, Elton Rhoda, and Betty Myhrom.
Also present: Marlys Jagerson, Rich Poppe, Sharon Rhoda, Shawn Boyd, Ramie Boyd, Traci
Hanson, Jim Volz, Vicki Boeckman, Norm Kolve, Paul Hotchkiss, Zach Dahl, Dave Davis and
Traci Tischer.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

It was moved by Dickson and seconded by Jahnke to approve the agenda. All members voted aye,
motion carried.

It was moved by Jahnke and seconded by Myhrom to approve the September 26, 2024, Public
Hearing Minutes. All voted aye in favor, motion carried. It was moved by Dickson, seconded by
Jahnke to approve the October 15, 2024 Meeting Minutes. All voted aye in favor, motion carried.

PUBLIC WORKS - PARKS
Utility adjustments were provided. It was moved by Dickson and seconded by Myhrom to
approve the adjustments. All voted aye in favor, motion carried.

Delinquent bill assessments, totaling $6,814.26, were submitted for approval. It was moved by
Myhrom and seconded by Dickson to approve and certify the assessments to the County Auditor.
All voted aye in favor, motion carried.

Approve Gregory Coupanger health insurance. He initially declined when hired, 4/20/23. He
would like to sign up for it now. This benefit is offered to all full-time employees. It was moved
by Jahnke and seconded by Myhrom to approve Coupanger’s health insurance. All voted aye in
favor, motion carried.

The City received $15,000, and an extra $1,200, from the Taylor Rural Improvements Grant
through the Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation, for additional activity park equipment.
This totals $51,200 in grants for the new park. Resolutions needed for accepting all park grants.

RESOLUTION 11.12.24.1

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING GRANT DONATION
WHEREAS a grant of $35,000.00 was given by The Blandin Foundation.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That the $35,000.00 is to be used to enhance the
current basketball park on Willis Street.
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was made by Dickson and seconded by
Myhrom. By roll call Dickson aye, Jahnke aye, Rhoda aye, Myhrom aye and Vereide voted aye,
none voted against the same, whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.
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RESOLUTION 11.12.24.2

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING GRANT DONATION
WHEREAS a grant of $15,000.00 was awarded by Taylor Rural Improvements Grant through
the Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That the $15,000.00 is to be used for further
enhancements to the current basketball park on Willis Street.
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was made by Jahnke and seconded by
Dickson. By roll call Dickson aye, Jahnke aye, Rhoda aye, Myhrom aye and Vereide voted aye,
none voted against the same, whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.

RESOLUTION 11.12.24.3

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING GRANT DONATION
WHEREAS a grant of $1,200.00 was awarded by Taylor Rural Improvements Grant through the
Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That the $1,200.00 is to be used for further
enhancements to the current basketball park on Willis Street.
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was made by Dickson and seconded by
Myhrom. By roll call Dickson aye, Jahnke aye, Rhoda aye, Myhrom aye and Vereide voted aye,
none voted against the same, whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Jim Volz spoke on behalf of the Fire Relief Association to raise the retirement from $1,800 per
year to $1,900 per year of service. Volunteer fire fighters must have five years of service in to
earn retirement and must be 50 years of age in order to draw on the retirement benefits. Vereide
read the resolution provided by PERA.

RESOLUTION 11.12.24.4
A RESOLUTION OPTING TO INCREASE THE BENEFIT LEVEL FOR
FIREFIGHTERS WHO ARE VESTED IN THE VOLUNTARY STATEWIDE
VOLUNTEER (SVF) RETIREMENT PLAN

WHEREAS the City highly values the contributions of City Fire Department members to the
safety and well-being of our community and wishes to safeguard their pension investments in a
prudent manner.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: The City hereby approves the increase the
Voluntary Statewide Volunteer Firefighter Retirement Plan administered by PERA at the $1,900
benefit level per year of service, effective January 1, 2025.
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was made by Dickson and was duly
seconded by Jahnke and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor: By roll call
Dickson aye, Jahnke aye, Rhoda aye, Myhrom aye and Vereide voted aye, none voted against the
same, whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.

LIBRARY
Vereide read the Library report provided by Librarian, Amy Garvick. The Library has an opening
on the Library Board. Santa will be at the Library December 17, 2024.
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CLAIMS FOR APPROVAL

NOVEMBER 2024 CLAIMS

Alpha Wireless - Fire Dept - Repairs & Supplies

B & B Sanitation & Recycling - Trash/Recycle

Banyon Data Systems - Payroll & Fund Support (annual)
Bevcomm - Phones/Services

Bomgaars - PW supplies

Burkhardt & Burkhart - Checking Reconciliation

C. Emery Nelson - Puretrex Filter

1,078.27
6,806.74
1,680.00
537.89
239.16
550.00
922.68

$
S
$
$
S
$
S
$
Gopher State ONE-5 @ $1.35 S 6.75
$
S
$
S
$
S
$
S

Faribault Cty Register - Fire Prevention 45.00
HACH - Chemicals 502.62
Hawkins - water chemicals 2,284.05
KBEW - Fire Prevention 132.23
Lamperts -Supplies 187.48
LMC Worker's Comp Coverage Premium 7,232.00
Napa - Batteries 179.99
NuWay-K & H Cooperative - Fuel/Heat 447.71
Utility Consultants - water testing 144.33
Verizon Wireless - Phones & Library Hotspots S 505.14

$ 23,482.04

It was moved by Jahnke, seconded by Rhoda to approve the claims. All voted aye, motion carried.

GENERAL GOVERNMENT

Election results: MAYOR (2-YEAR) ELECT 1 - Zachary Dahl 151, Michael “Mike” Schutta 79,
WRITE-INS- Mike Walker 1. COUNCIL MEMBER (4-YEAR) ELECT 2- Babette Tallberg 19,
Betty Myhrom 118, Jacob Burgett 33, Elton Rhoda 43, Dave Davis 121, Tyler Boettcher 73,
WRITE-INS- Anita Weber 1, Ben Garvick 1, Misty Casey 1, Brandon Zierke 1. COUNCIL
MEMBER (2-YEAR) ELECT 1 (SPECIAL ELECTION) - Sue Dickson 197, WRITE-INS - Elton
Rhoda 1, Vicki Boeckman 3, Norm Kolve 1, Erv Jansen 2, Richard Poppe 1, Anita Weber 1, Tyler
Boettcher 1, Mike Hinton 1, Kandi Blondin 1, John Aspen 1, David Davis 1, Not her! 1, Ricky
Garvick Jr 1, Rick Garvick Sr 1.

It was moved by Myhrom and seconded by Dickson to accept the election results. All present voted
aye, motion passed.

It was moved by Dickson and seconded by Myhrom to pay the head election judge, Vicki
Boeckman, $484.53 for August and November election time and mileage.

Property sale offers to consider, lots only. The City is not allowed to sell the 4 properties with
houses due to a clause attached to the deeds stating that each house is to be removed prior to sale.
Paul Hotchkiss submitted offers on all four houses and believed this was wrong. He had contractors
lined up to fix the homes. Since the City cannot change the deed, he will contact his personal
attorney to pursue options.
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Three offers came in for the empty lot at 210 West Rasmussen Street, Parcel 252751610, $1,000,
$2,150 and $100. It was moved by Dickson and seconded by Rhoda to accept the highest offer and
sell the property to John Aspen. All present voted aye, motion carried.

One offer came in for the empty lot at 101 East Jay Street, Parcel 250330220, $450. It was moved
by Myhrom and seconded by Jahnke to accept this offer and sell the property to Jason Lloyd and
Janet Krinke. All present voted aye, motion carried.

City Clerk, Mandy Emmers, requested to be brought up to the same rate that Dianne Nowak was
at when she retired, $24.26 hour, on her two-year anniversary, November 28, 2024. She submitted
her resume and training to support the pay rate increase. It was moved by Rhoda and seconded by
Myhrom to raise her rate to $25.00 hour, beginning on November 28, 2024. All voted aye in favor,
motion carried.

The Weber property’s, 507 East lowa Street, transfer to the City is in progress but not finalized.

Abatements on both B. Ehlers-Ruchy, 504 East lowa Street, and J. Ehlers, 506 East lowa Street,
properties are held up because they haven’t been able to locate the owners to serve the court papers.

It was mentioned to look into finding another City Attorney once contract expires.
The Light Up Life tree lighting will be December 6, 2024, next to Kathy’s Kitchen, Willis Street.

The Truth In Taxation Hearing will be Monday, December 2", 2024, 6:00 pm in the Library
Community Room.

The next regular Council meeting will be Monday, December 9%, 2024, 6:30 pm in the Library
Community Room.

As there was no further business, it was moved by Jahnke, seconded by Dickson to adjourn the
meeting. All members voted aye, motion carried.

ATTEST: CITY CLERK



